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It’s despicably good  P10 Ex-Pirate star’s fi nal amibitions             P18

Busted: still selling legal highs

In denial: Owner Dharmendra Patel photographed at his Haven Road Store last month.
Photo: MARION VAN DIJK/FAIRFAX NZ

Gotcha: A customer of the dairy with a bag of synthetic cannabis, Malavi Gold, he
purchased on Tuesday for $20. Photo: MARTIN DE RUYTER/FAIRFAX NZ

Sasha Borissenko

A Nelson dairy which vowed to
take legal highs off its shelves has
been caught red-handed doing the
opposite.

Following an ultimatum from
New Zealand Lotteries last month,
Haven Road Store & Lotto Outlet
pledged to withdraw selling legal
synthetic cannabis and party pill
products for fear of losing its con-
tract to sell Lotto products.

A volunteer, who didn’t want to
be named, went into the store on
Haven Rd and asked for the ‘‘good-
ies’’ on Tuesday.

The owner asked whether he
wanted three grams or four grams,
before handing him over three
grams of Malavi, he said.

The Nelson Mail witnessed the
event and recorded it.

The volunteer said the owner
had a trusting relationship with
him after he purchased the prod-
uct every Monday and Tuesday
night for two months.

‘‘I suppose I am a regular but
I’m clean now.

‘‘I don’t like the stuff and what it
does to you. It puts people in hos-
pital,’’ he said.

‘‘They are selling Lotto tickets
and telling everyone that he’s not
selling the legal highs, but he is.

‘‘You see kids coming in after
school and buying the stuff.’’

Haven Road Store owner Dhar-
mendra Patel and his employee in-
itially denied selling the product.

‘‘We don’t sell them so I don’t
know what you are trying to say to
me. I will have to investigate.

‘‘We don’t sell the product and
we have stickers saying that we
don’t sell it.’’

Mr Patel said the employee
would be served with a warning if
he was to find she sold the prod-
uct.

‘‘If she did something against
my orders she might have to be
fired.’’

He then confirmed the employee
was his wife.

Mr Patel said if his wife was
doing something privately it had
nothing to do with his business.

‘‘If you were doing something
privately, like phoning friends at
the Nelson Mail that would have
nothing to do with the paper,’’ he
said.

‘‘I can’t comment any further’’.
New Zealand Lotteries Com-

mission media spokeswoman
Emilia Mazur said she did not

want to speculate how it would
deal with the situation without
further investigation.

‘‘We do take this very
seriously,’’ she said.

NZ Lotteries visited the store

the day of the operation and saw
no evidence of the product being
freely distributed, she said.

‘‘Essentially members of the
public, the police and health offici-
als were concerned with the use of

legal highs and we thought they
were not compatible with the sell-
ing of lottery products.’’

A member of the public, Miss
Andrews, who refused to divulge
her first name, said she had seen

the sale and purchase of legal
highs at Haven Road Store.

She was outraged that the dairy
owner had previously denied in
the Nelson Mail that he was still
selling the legal highs.

‘‘That really angered me,’’ she
said.

She said her partner decided to
confront the dairy owner, who de-
nied the allegations, saying he was
simply setting up an exchange

where customers were paying for
cigarettes in advance.

New legislation comes into force
next month, which will allow
manufacturers to sell their
products if they can be proven to
be a low risk to consumers.

Hone refuses to pay $50,000 fines
Sally Kidson
sallyk@nelsonmail.co.nz

Big list: Lewis Stanton’s log book of parking fines from the Nelson City
Council. The fines total more than $50,000.

Lewis Stanton

❚ Continued page 2 

Nelson vagrant Lewis Stanton has
been issued more than $50,000 in
parking infringements and has
‘‘absolutely no intention’’ of pay-
ing them.

The Nelson City Council has re-
ferred over $30,000 of the fines to
the Ministry of Justice for collec-
tion.

Mr Stanton keeps a running to-
tal of the fines he has clocked up
since December 21 in a notebook.

He was issued tickets for $600 on
Monday and $1380 last week.

Monday’s fines included $200 for
no warrant of fitness on his
trailer, $200 for operating an un-
licensed motor vehicle and $200
for not having registration plates
affixed in the prescribed manner.

Mr Stanton, who is not on a
benefit, records in a separate note-
book the amount of money he gets
in ‘‘donations’’ from the public.
Last week he said he got $74.20 or
about $1.65 an hour.

Mr Stanton said he would not be
paying the tickets because his
horse and cart did not fit the legal
definition of what a motorised
vehicle was under the Land Trans-
port Act. Nor did his trailer need

to be warranted or regis-
tered.

‘‘My trailer is not
pulled by a motorised
vehicle.’’

Mr Stanton and his
brown horse, Barney,
regularly park on Bridge
St, where Barney, his
cart and trailer take up
two parks.

He has been in a long
running stoush with
Nelson City Council, and heads
back to court with the council on
July 25. He is appealing an injunc-
tion that the city council issued
against him which prevents him

from offering rides at
Tahunanui in his horse
and cart without a con-
cession.

He does not believe he
needs the licence that ot-
her businesses operating
from Tahunanui require
because he is not a busi-
ness.

‘‘I’m not a business.
I’m simply a lifestyle.’’

Mr Stanton staged a
one man protest against the coun-
cil and its freedom camping rules
last year by sitting outside Far-
mers’ store on Trafalgar St.

In November, his conviction for

obstructing the footpath in Trafal-
gar St was overturned by the High
Court.

Since then he’s been in further
battles with the council over
where he can camp with Barney.

A Nelson City Council spokes-
woman said Mr Stanton had been
issued fines totalling $50,690. They
were for a range of infringements,
including no parking permit, no
warrant of fitness, no number
plate, no licence label (regis-
tration) and over the condition of
tyres.

Currently $33,940 is overdue for

THE MAIL
SAYS:

Legal highs are a scourge
that have become more and
more commonplace.

Dairy owners across the
country have come to rely
on them to supplement their
income.

One owner in the North
Island said he had decided
to stop selling them because
he believed it was morally
wrong. In making that
decision, he claimed that he
would lose $100,000 in profit
a year.

Clearly, that’s not an
insubstantial amount and
you can understand some
owners have been tempted
to carry on selling them.

However, there are
numerous cases in which
people have been seriously
harmed by these drugs.

Because of that, and after
careful consideration, The
Mail took the decision to
carry out ‘‘a sting’’ on the
Haven Rd dairy.

We had been contacted by
concerned readers who told
us the dairy was still selling
the highs.

This was despite store
owner Dharmendra Patel
telling us that they had
stopped after the Lotteries
Commission issued an
ultimatum to all store
owners to stop selling them
or risk losing their licence
to sell Lotto products.

Our intention is not to
harm anyone’s business, but
we believe we have a moral
obligation to investigate
cases when they are
reported to us, and highlight
the findings where
appropriate.

Paul McIntyre, Editor.


