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Safer route to Blue Lake Hut proposed

Less danger
on new route

Sasha Borissenko

In the wake of the tragedy involv-
ing the death of a tramper over
Christmas, a mapping specialist is
advocating a safer, but equally
spectacular, alternative route.

Andrew Wyatt, 41, of Cornwall,
was last seen on December 15 and
his body was found on December
27 below Lake Constance Bluff
after an unsurvivable 100-metre
fall.

It was presumed he fell from an
area just one hour from the Blue
Lake Hut where he was last seen.

Ralph Kingston, 88, of Stoke,
said he was particularly struck by
the tragedy as he had tramped
there more than 10 times in
30 years.

“I really regard the Blue Lake
Hut as a second home.”

As a former aerial mapping sur-
veyor of 37 years where he worked
as a photogrammetrist at
H O Lands & Survey, he felt he
could offer his expertise to
improve the quality of the area.

He first came up with the
alternative route in 1970, after nar-
rowly avoiding an accident when
he was climbing a steep slope to
pass a rocky bluff at the western
side of Lake Constance.

When the area was wet it could
be dangerous, slippery and in the
case of Mr Wyatt — lethal, he said.

His alternative route ‘‘com-
pletely outflanked the moraine
wall and the rock bluff”.

The traverse was more direct,
equally spectacular, and much less
exposed to danger under most
summer tramping conditions, he
said.

He recommended that experi-
enced rangers should take his idea
and compare both routes for
safety.

Poles and safety signage should
also be added to provide extra sup-
port for trampers.

“l want people to enjoy it as
safely as possible. Certainly, if you
are going by yourself into the wild
you are going at your own risk.

“But I think everyone who has
done tramping in the area would
agree the current track is awfully
risky.”

What saved Sir Edmund Hillary
on so many occasions was that he
knew when to turn back, he said.

Calling for change: Ralph Kingston with a map of the area from Blue
Lake to Waiau Pass where he wants to see a saferroute onthe Te Araroa

Trail.

“If you are on your own, lost or
the weather has gotten beyond
your control, the mountain will
always be there, the path will
always be there.”

As a tramper of 30 years he had
lost many friends and relations to
tramping accidents.

“It makes you have much more
of an appreciation of how fortu-
nate my wife and I are to have
survived after all these years of
tramping voyages.

“I'm not saying I was the first to
think of this alternative route but
I’'m going to be 88 next month and
I feel T have an element of
responsibility to do something.

“I am the first to admit life is a
matter of survival of the fittest,
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"I think everyone who has
done tramping in the area
would agree the current
track is awfully risky."

Mapping specialist

but the Department of Conser-
vation [DOC] has to take on a cer-
tain amount of responsibility to
minimise harm.”

Mr Kingston feared that the
Government was neglecting to in-
corporate the trampers within the
distribution of funding.

“We all know DOC resources

TO WAIAU PASS

are limited, but dare I say the pol-
itical world is more interested in
cyclists rather than trampers.”

Araroa Trust chief executive
Rob Wakelin said while they were
responsible for areas in the vicin-
ity, DOC was responsible for the
area in question.

The trust was aware and had
reviewed the proposal and passed
a motion that it would engage with
DOC to help establish whether the
alternative route was feasible.

“We are pretty comfortable with
Ralph’s proposal but DOC are the
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ones with the people directly on
the ground.”

Conservation minister Nick
Smith said while he was unfam-
iliar with the proposal, he would
be happy to have a look at it and
pass it on to his department.

Changes to routes would be sub-
ject to a lengthy and protocol-
heavy process that was possibly
outside his role as minister.

DOC was responsible for almost
14,000km of tracks around the
country, through often rugged ter-
rain, and it would be unrealistic to
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suggest they could ever completely
eliminate any risk.

However, he said safety
improvements would continue,
citing the Government’s increased
funding for more detailed moun-
tain and weather forecasts last
year.

Dr Smith rejected the sugges-
tion that trampers were neglected.

The Government spent
$140 million on recreational facili-
ties and a substantial portion of
that was reserved for tramping
tracks and huts, he said.
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“If anything, as mountainbiking
is a new activity I think funding
towards it would tend to be less.”

DOC spokesman Rory Newsam
agreed with Dr Smith’s assertions
that DOC would not be rushing to
make changes to the route without
there being significant evidence to
indicate it was unsafe.

”DOC has to manage its rec-
reational budget carefully and it
already spends more than $64m
maintaining a network of over
14,000 kilometres of track and
more than 900 huts nationwide.”

More firefighters crossing the Tasman

Helen Murdoch
helenm@nelsonmail.co.nz

Five nervous yet excited Nelson
men left for Australia yesterday
to help fight the Victorian
bushfires.

Led by Action Forest
Management silviculture crew
boss Graham Staples, the crew
includes two of his AFM co-
workers, Dean Hewitt and Steve
Packer, and Lee Beloe and
Nathan Palmer, of the
Brightwater Volunteer Rural Fire
Force.

“It’s a new experience,” said
Mr Staples. “Australian
firefighting is totally different.
There’s no water and it’s more
about containment than fighting
fires.”

The group expect to be armed
with picks and shovels rather
than fire hoses as they help build
containment lines designed to
steer the blazing fires around
rural settlements.

The crew was among 18
experienced rural Kiwi
firefighters who left for
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New experience: Rural firefighters Lee Beloe, left, Dean Hewitt, Nathan Palmer, Graham Staples and Steve
Packer at Nelson Airport before flying to Victoria in Australia to help fight forest fires.

with volunteers expected to work

The crew is the second from
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controller Colin Eggers, left

counterparts contain raging bush
fires in the remote Gippsland
region in Victoria.

A second deployment of 22 New
Zealand firefighters left for
Australia in early February.

National Rural Fire Officer
Murray Dudfield, who flew over
the region recently , said the first
Nelson crew has been fighting
uncontrolled wildfires in
Goongerah region of east
Gippsland which started from
lightning strikes and have been
burning across remote
bushlands.

Waimea Rural Fire Authority
principal fire officer Ian Reade
said the authority had weighed
up if it could risk sending a
second crew to Australia.

“But we expect some rain in
the next week and it’s pretty good
season for us to do this sort of
thing.”

In addition, the deployed
firefighters returned with
invaluable experience and skills.

AFM manager Robin
Thompson said Mr Staples was
experienced in rural firefighting
and had worked in forestry for

Water running short

Water restrictions are looming
again.

Nelson City Council is asking
residents who take their water
from streams or wells to use it
responsibly and conserve it when-
ever possible.

The Tasman District Council’s
Dry Weather Task Force is to
meet this afternoon and will de-
cide  whether to impose
restrictions.

The council’s call follows flows
in local rivers and streams gradu-
ally receding and approaching the
low flow trigger level.

The council says it will con-
tinue monitoring the situation
regularly until there is significant

rain. Should water restrictions

become necessary, affected
households will be notified in
writing.

The restrictions do not apply to
those on the council reticulated
supply, and water levels in the
Maitai Dam, Maitai and Roding
rivers are currently adequate.

It is the second time this sum-
mer that residents have been
urged to conserve water. The first
was during the dry spell at the
end of last year, but rain last
month averted restrictions.

The next two days are forecast
to have sunny spells and light
winds, with drizzle and
northerlies developing on Friday.

much of his life.

Losing experienced staff would
put the company slightly behind
in its work programme ‘“but we
will be able to handle it”.

Nelson on January 27 and is due
home on Saturday.

They were among 22 New
Zealand rural firefighters called
on to help their Australian

Nelson and the third from New
Zealand to fly to Victoria this
summer.

The first crew, led by Motueka
Rural Fire Force incident

Melbourne yesterday, where they
will be briefed before being
deployed to bolster numbers in
priority fire areas.

The tour is no walk in the park,

two shifts of seven 12-hour days
with a short break in between.

“It’ll be like going over there
and joining an army,” Mr Staples
said.

PM at Grey Power talk

Prime Minister John Key is expected to speak to
several hundred Nelson Grey Power members
on Thursday.

The initiative for the meeting came from the
Prime Minister’s Office, Nelson Grey Power
president Neville Male said.

There were several issues its older member-
ship was concerned about including health, ad-
equacy of housing, cost of living and superannu-
ation, Mr Male said.

The meeting will be at the Annesbrook
Church centre.

Check out what’s on

nels~

www.itson.co.nz

Your
Nelson
Tasman
Events
Guide

We use the latest in suction
technology which is a
clean, quick and safe
procedure, reducing typical
side effects like vertigo,
nausea and tympanic
membrane damage.

NELSO

It's our Summer Festival Of Footwear at Unbelievable Bargain Prices
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This voucher entitles the
bearerto a

$10.00 Discount

Expiry date 14 March

TAYLORS SHOECLUB MEMBERS ONLY
FRIDAY 4.00 - 7.30PM (both stores)

Look for the Red & Blue Balloons
taylors

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS
we love shoes

0800 433 788
or (03) 543 3788

Washbourn Medical Centre
12 Oxford Street, Richmond

Motueka Community Hospital
Courtney Street, Motueka

Hard working, reliable & results driven HeqringPlus
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audiology

Your Independenf AMJIO(OgiSfS

« 245 Trafalgar St, Nelson
* 211 Queen St, Richmond

www.weloveshoes.co.nz
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Phone 0274 328 532 /03 544 5488 4 nours
Email: lydia@nelsonrealestate.co.nz

HEYWARD

MORE THAN YOU WOULD EXPECT

LYDIA HEYWARD
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